


A simple sentence expresses one complete thought.   
 
It can have a compound subject, a compound verb, or 
both.   
 
A simple sentence is also called an independent clause. 

Ex: Miss Coros is my teacher. 



A compound (CD) sentence will join two simple 
sentences together using a comma and a conjunction or 
a semi-colon. 
 

Conjunctions = For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So  

Ex: Miss Coros is my LA teacher, but I think she is weird. 

 

Ex: Mr. Nuetzel is my science teacher; I think he is strange, too. 



A complex (CX) sentence combines an independent clause 
with a dependent clause.   
 
A clause starter (pg. 5 of Survival packet) will ALWAYS begin 
the dependent clause.   
 
Ex: Miss Coros is my English teacher since I 
am on the silver team. 



When the clause starter is at the beginning of the sentence, 
a comma will separate the dependent clause from the 
independent clause. (  That sentence is an example!) 

Ex: Since I am on the silver team, Miss 
Coros is my English teacher. 

Ex: While I did my homework, I listened to 
my iPod. 



Sometimes a clause starter, which may be a subject, will be 
found in the middle of an independent clause. (  That 
sentence is an example!)   
 
Notice that commas SURROUND the dependent clause 
when it comes in the middle. 

Ex: Miss Coros, who is from Valparaiso, 
went home to visit her family. 



Ex: I need to start re-reading the last 
Harry Potter book since the movie is 

coming out in November! 

Ex: Although I love the fall, I am not ready 
for winter just yet. 



A compound/complex sentence has ALL of the elements 
of the other sentence types: 
•2 independent clauses 
•a comma and a conjunction (FANBOYS) or a semi-colon 
•1 dependent clause 
•1 clause starter 
 

Ex: Miss Coros, who is from Valparaiso, went 
home to visit her family, and they celebrated 
her grandma’s birthday. 



•Put parentheses around all prepositional phrases (page 2 of pkt) 

•Box any comma + conjunctions (FANBOYS) or semicolons 

•Mark the Subject with an S and the Verb with a V 
•Circle any dependent clause starters (page 5 of packet) 

•THEN…use the flowchart on page 6 to determine  
  Simple/Compound/Complex/Compound-Complex 

__________________________ 

Jenny hid the hen, and Benny tried 

unsuccessfully to hide the cow. 

 



•Put parentheses around all prepositional phrases (page 2 of pkt) 

•Box any comma + conjunctions (FANBOYS) or semicolons 

•Mark the Subject with an S and the Verb with a V 
•Circle any dependent clause starters (page 5 of packet) 

•THEN…use the flowchart on page 6 to determine 
Simple/Compound/Complex/Compound-Complex 

__________________________ 

Those clouds promise rain; we should hurry 

before we get caught in a flash flood. 



•Put parentheses around all prepositional phrases (page 2 of pkt) 

•Box any comma + conjunctions (FANBOYS) or semicolons 

•Mark the Subject with an S and the Verb with a V 
•Circle any dependent clause starters (page 5 of packet) 

•THEN…use the flowchart on page 6 to determine 
 Simple/Compound/Complex/Compound-Complex 

__________________________ 

In Cleveland, Ohio, it is illegal to catch mice 

without a hunting license. 



•Put parentheses around all prepositional phrases (page 2 of pkt) 

•Box any comma + conjunctions (FANBOYS) or semicolons 

•Mark the Subject with an S and the Verb with a V 
•Circle any dependent clause starters (page 5 of packet) 

•THEN…use the flowchart on page 6 to determine   
Simple/Compound/Complex/Compound-Complex 

__________________________ 

Because Mr. Higginson sings well, he has been 

offered the job of choir director at the YMCA. 


